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Customer Reviews

This book was required for my Discrete Math course, unfortunately. This book is truly awful,
downright useless. For the $90 it cost me, you'd think they could fill it with examples and useful
clear explanations, but instead they chose to shrink the book down into as little paper as possible
and pocket the extra profits. Complex concepts are glossed over in just a few sentences, half a
page if you're lucky. The book is very light on graphs and figures, often left with nothing more than
an equation or set you are left to draw yourself (if you even understand how to!). Examples, when
present, are usually pretty basic while the homework presents much more complex situations the
simple examples in the book do not prepare you how to solve. Also the homework problems have
ridiculous sub-questions, so really doing 10 problems is more like 70 when each question has parts
a) - g). Many of the problems ask you to prove concepts when they have not given you the tools to
do so.This book seems to be geared towards other math teachers and mathematicians who already
know the subject and might need a refresher. This book is NOT appropriate for your average
computer science student with no prior discrete math! To any instructors considering this book, just
don’t! You'll be spending extra office hours having to explain what the book glossed over and your

students will hate you for making them use this terrible book.

| have used this book for my Discrete Math class.Pros: Has a lot of Exercises to work on. Pretty



Advanced style of Explanation.If you have a good professor this book will help.Cons: If you are just
starting to learn Discrete Math, this is not the book for you. The examples and the explanation are
pretty advance sort .It is hard to understand Discrete Math by reading this book only .So if you are

depending on your self i would suggest you look for a different book.

| do not recommend this book. While yes, it provides clearly marked definitions and formulas, when
giving examples, the work shown leaves out some key steps that leave the reader grasping into thin
air trying to figure out the method to their madness. Some exercise questions are vaguely written,
leaving the student to interpret the meaning, which may result in differing answers.If you have a
teacher who uses this book, get it. Otherwise, if you are teaching yourself (or just have that bad of a
teacher), either pass on buying this book or buy a supplement. Or find a good math tutor, you’ll

need it.

This was required for a math class | was taking. In general the concepts lacked extensive
explanations, feeling more like an overview of major topics. If you do not have an outside source of
information such as a TA, professor, or another reference book it will be very difficult for you to learn

the subject matter from this book.

This was the required textbook for my University Discrete math course. Compared to many other
math textbooks, | think the explanations offered could be better, but many in depth examples are
given. In each chapter, there are "Pauses" incorporated throughout to check understanding of
various example problems. At the end of the chapter before the exercises, these are answered. The
exercises at the end of each section were fairly comprehensive, and some of them are solved in the
back of the book. If you have to use this book, | would recommend renting it through this vendor any

day! It showed up in a timely manner and is easy to return. Thank you!

Worst textbook ever. Explanations are very hard to understand, very confusing, and do not at all
help you in doing any of the exercises corresponding with the chapter. My professor also found a
mistake in one of the explanations in one chapter, and who knows there might be more. This book

will really just make the subject more complicated and will not help you learn anything.

This information in this book is poorly presented. This was the required book for my class, but it was

not good. | went to the tutoring center on my campus and the tutors said they strongly disliked this



book. The "examples" are so vague that your grasping in thin air to discover what they did. Poorly
written.If you are coming to discrete math for the first time, ignore this book and look elsewhere

while also finding a tutor. If you are required to get this, you will NEED a tutor.

I’'m currently taking a Discrete Math class with this textbook. | don’t have any background in the
subject, and my theoretical math background is limited to a Proofs course and a Non-Euclidan
Geometry class. (Other than that | have the usual amount of undergraduate calculus and so on.)l
think this book is fantastic. It is written in an engagingly casual style, and it uses a lot of examples
and detail to work out the material. The other theoretical math texts I've used really don’t do this -
they expect you to treat their material more as hints to do your own work, which can be really hard
for students (and is why you have a professor, after all).| can’t address how well this book actually
covers the various topics of discrete math, since | only know what I've learned in the course so far,
but I'm very impressed with how well it spells things out. It's not exactly "light reading” (it's not

Discrete Math for Dummies) but it is quite accessible.
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